
HPAI Disposal Team Report 



Team Members 

 Redding District: Mike Spiker 

 Modesto District: Guy Gary, Randy Anderson, Ken Takeshita, Elsa 

Valdovinos 

 Tulare District: Greg Sammons, Brian Colegrove, Bill Garlick, Elliot 

Elkins 

 Sacramento: Dennis Wilson 

 CalRecycle liaison: Diane Vlach 



Mission 

 Acquire and or develop materials to aide in poultry carcass disposal 

 Materials to help producers 

 Materials to help responders 



Efforts Driven by Disposal Priorities 

 For infectious diseases on-site > off-site 

 Theoretically incineration is best for dealing with dz 

 Given circumstances- flammable structures, air restrictions- 

composting is best on site option 

 Recognizing not all facilities can accommodate on-site composting 

offsite disposal will be considered on a case by case basis and by 

the dynamics of the event.  











Help We Need From You 
 Questions to assist with determining whether burial, composting or incineration can be used. 

   

 General Questions 

 Type(s) of bird(s) on site _____________________________________? 

 Number and average weight (at their maximum weight) in each house: 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________ 

 Other materials that might need disposal and volume (litter, feed, etc.)? 
________________________________________________________________ 

 Number of entrances and exits to location ______________________ 

 Proximity to neighbors: 

 Residential _______________________________________________ 

 Residential with backyard poultry _____________________________ 

 Poultry operations _______________________________________ 

 Other livestock operations __________________________________ 

 Proximity to waterfowl refuge(s)? _________________________________ 

 Proximity to water bodies not on the premises _____________________________________________________________ 

 Known scavengers that might affect disposal options (birds, coyotes, rodents, etc.) 
________________________________________________________ 

 



Help We Need From You 

 Questions to assist with determining whether burial, composting or incineration can be used. 

  Depopulation Questions 

 Number and dimensions of houses? ____________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 Style(s) of houses ____________________________________________ 

 Species,  number of birds and finished age/weight per house 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 Usual method used for removing birds from houses at marketable size or at end of production life. 
______________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Help We Need From You 

 Questions to assist with determining whether burial, composting or incineration can 
be used. 

 Composting 

 Is in-house composting feasible? Why, why not (type of production systems, 
obstacles in house, etc. ) _____________________________________ 

 Outside Composting: Is there a concrete pad or other hard surface that could be 
used as a pad and what is the size of this area? __________________________ 

 Estimate of space and “carbon” needed to compost (can use Appendix B below 
and/ or MSU Extension Calculator) _________________________ 

 Materials that could be used in composting process and volume (feed, litter, etc.)?  
___________________________________________ 

 Issues that might affect composting include (relation of wells and water bodies to 
compost site, prone to flooding, etc. )? ____________________________________ 

   

 



Timelines 

   

 SOPS 

 Composting –Written/ Now being edited 

 Landfill- Written/ Now being edited 

 Burial- Written/ Now being edited 

 Spanish Version of Composting Guide- Done 

 How do we want to distribute them? 

 Questionnaire  written- needs to be edited/ distributed (End of December?) 

 How would Industry like to proceed  on this? 

 Any volunteers to look at the Questionnaire, to distribute it? 

 How are you most comfortable in handling the questionnaire information? 

 Fill out ahead of time but make it available at time of need? 



Other Things That Might Help? 

 List of compostable materials (bulking materials/ carbon sources) 

that could be used with carcasses? 

 Contacts for such material? 

 List of composting experts in the State that might be contracted? 


